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portant details, his advice was not followed, for he was
never trusted. When in the last few months of his
life he to some extent influenced the policy of the
Government, it was after he had formed relations with
Montmorin, quite independently of the treaty with the
Court.

It cannot be maintained that Mirabeau was always
consistent in his advice. He vacillates between two
alternative policies. The earlier, the more moderate,
the wiser of these was to profit by the distaste with
which a large part of the Assembly regarded the
excesses which they had been led to countenance, so as
to form a constitutional majority in the legislature and
to govern through it. This would be easy if the support
of Lafayette could be secured, and if the repeal of the
mischievous decree excluding members from office were
to allow the king to place some of the leaders of the
Left in power. They would be sobered by the sense
of responsibility. They would feel the necessity of
strengthening the authority of the Crown if it were
placed in their hands. "When Lafayette proved irre-
concilable, when Mirabeau recognised the impossibility
of persuading the Assembly to forget their jealousy and
to permit the formation of a parliamentary government,
when he saw the rapid disintegration of the whole
social structure, he began to suggest measures by which
it might be possible to save the Monarchy without or
in opposition to the Assembly. He was not over nice
in the choice of these means. If the representatives of
the nation cannot be made the instruments of a sound
policy, they will, he argued, be the most dangerous
adversaries* of such a policy, and in that case nothing